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“Refractions” is inspired by the complex patterns of light (technically, “caustics”), 
reflected onto cliffs that I observed while kayaking on a northern Idaho lake in the 
summer of 2021.

The piece starts slowly and calmly with lush, long notes on the violin and water-like  
ripples of notes on the piano. Next we hear a dramatic unison between the instru-
ments that gives way to some sparse melodic development and a sense of settling in. 
Then, beginning at rehearsal “C,” continuing with textures inspired by water and light, 
the piece uses metric modulation to maintain the speed and value of the notes that the 
piano is playing regardless of the tuplet groupings. The effect is that although we hear 
a steady stream of notes that are of equal value, their groupings change in size, and 
the quarter note pulse changes in tempo. This is meant, in part, to echo the idea of 
light traveling at different speeds as in refraction. In many ways, the melodic material 
and rhythmic phrasing that the violin winds throughout could be thought of as the 
resultant refraction of this process.

~ 6 min.

Commissioned by Giselle Hillyer. 
Written for Giselle Hillyer and Eneida Larti, fall 2021. 
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Pno.
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ø
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p f
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°
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q=c.76
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° ø ø
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∑
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œ œ
œb

œb
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œb
œb

œ

œb
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œb

&

sim.
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œ
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&

. 3

& œb
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œb œb
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1 09

Vln.

Pno.

11 0
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f

Rolling,	burbling,	fading	away
J
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°
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3
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œ
œb
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œ œ

œ
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œ œ
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œ œ
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.
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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&
?
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œb œb œ
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11 3

p

Vln.

Pno.
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&
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œ

?
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œ

œb œ

œ
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œ

œ

œ
œ
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œ
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q=c.89 Bright,	energetic,	triumphant,	l ike	crashing	wavesK
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∑
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q=c.76
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ø ø ø ø
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{

{

Vln.

Pno.

q=c.76
TranquilloL1 23

ø ø ø ø ø

Vln.

Pno.

1 26

ø ø ø
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1 33

p

ø ø ø
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4
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4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

5
4

4
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3
4

4
4

4
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4
4

&
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œ
œ
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œ
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œ

œ
œ
œ
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œ
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?
œ
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œ
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œ
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&
∑

&
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>

”“
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?
∑
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Violin

p p

q=c.89 Tranquillo,	l ike	reflections	from	rippling	water

p

1 0

VividA

1 9

24

27

30

&
b
b
b
b

3

REFRACTIONS
Dylan	Champagne

&
b
b
b
b

3

&
b
b
b
b

2

(unison	with	piano	unti l	*! )

3

&
b
b
b
b

3 3

&
b
b
b
b

3 3

&
b
b
b
b

*!

∑ ∑

3

3 3

w ˙ ˙ ˙

Ó

w ˙ ˙ ˙

Ó

w w
w w

w w

œ

J ‰ Œ Ó

œ

œ ™
œ œ œ

œ ™ œ œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ ™ ˙

w
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œ œ

œ
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œ

œ

J

œ
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œ
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œ

œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ ™ œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
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Ó Œ ‰

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ
œ
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œ œ œ

j
‰ Ó Ó

œ

j
œ ™
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35

39

B44

49

p

q=c.76 Briliant,	radiant,	but	supple

55

p

63

65

f

q=c.107D
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2
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4
4

4
4

3
4

2
4

&
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b
b
b

-
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&
b
b
b
b

&
b
b
b
b
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&
b
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&
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3
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&
b
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3
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&
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b

3
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n
n
n
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˙

˙
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œ
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œ
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œ
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O
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~
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~
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O
˙

Ó

Ó
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œ
œ
œ
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œ
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˙
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œ
œ
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œ

R
≈ ‰ Œ Ó Ó
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70

q=c.89 q=c.67 q=c.89E
73

q=c.67
78

q=c.89F80

q=c.67 q=c.89

82

f
p

Bright,	boldG
85

V.S.f

89

2
4

4
4

6
4

6
4

2
4

3
4

2
4

2
4

4
4

3
4

3
4

2
4
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4
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4
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4
4
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4
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&
∑
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>
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œ
œ
œ œ

œ
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˙
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œb ™ œ œb

Œ
œb œ

œb

œb

œb

œ
œb

œb

r
≈ ‰

œb ™ œ œ
Œ

œb ™ œ œb

Œ
œb

œb

œb

œ
œ œb

œb

œ#
œ

≈

œ#

œ#

œ#
Œ

œ

œ

#

#

œ

œ#

œ
œ#

# ™™
œ

j

œ

j

œ

œ

#

‰ œ#
œ#

œ#

œ#
œ# ™ œ ™ œ#

Ó Œ

œ

œ

#

#

œ

œ
œ
œ
#
# œ

œ

œ
œ#

# œ
œ

Violin 3

v2

FOR P
ERUSAL O

NLY



p

q=c.107 Rich,	mysteriousH

92

98

f

q=c.89 Vibrant,	dazzling

poco	rit.	

q=c.76I

1 01

p f

q=c.97
1 04

q=c.76

1 08

f

Rolling,	burbling,	fading	awayJ
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p

11 3

11 5

q=c.89 Bright,	energetic,	triumphant,	l ike	crashing	wavesK
11 8

11 9

f

q=c.76 q=c.89

1 20

V.S.

q=c.76
1 22
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4

3
4

4
4

4
4

2
4

2
4

4
4
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&
.
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3

&
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œ
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œn

œ

œ œ

œb

œ

œ

œ
œ# œ

œn ™ œ œb
œ

œb
œn

œ# ˙ ™ œn

j
‰ Œ Œ ‰

œ
œ
œ

œ#

œ# œ# œ œ

œ#
œ# œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ

œ
œ# œ# œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ# œ

œ# œ œ œ
œn œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ
œ
œ
œ œ ™ ‰

œ#
œ

œ#
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ# œ

œ

œ
œ

J
‰ w

Violin 5

v2

FOR P
ERUSAL O

NLY



TranquilloL1 24

1 30

1 35
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4

&

&

&
∑

˙ ™ Œ Ó

˙
˙ œ œ ˙
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Œ
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œ
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{
{

Piano

p p

q=c.89 Tranquillo,	l ike	reflections	from	rippling	water

7

1 3

1 7

&
b
b
b
b

3 3

°

REFRACTIONS
Dylan	Champagne

?
b
b
b
b ∑

(pedal	down	throughout	unti l	indicated. . . )

∑ ∑

3

&
b
b
b
b
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b ∑ ∑ ∑
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&
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∑
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3

?
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b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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b

>
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?
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œ
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J
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J œ ™ œ
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œ
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œ
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˙

‰
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œ
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{
{

VividA

22

25
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32

36

&
b
b
b
b

loco.
(unison	with	violin)

∑

3

?
b
b
b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b
b
b
b

(unison	with	violin	unti l	*! )

3 3
?
b
b
b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b
b
b
b
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&
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b ∑ ∑ ∑

&
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œ

≈
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œ
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œ ™
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œ œ
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œ
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œ
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53
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q=c.89 Bright,	energetic,	triumphant,	l ike	crashing	wavesK

11 8

° ø
q=c.76

1 20

ø ø ø

3
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

? œ œb œ
œ œb

œ œb œb œ

? œb

œ
œb
œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

?
&

∑

œb œb œ
œ

œ œb œ œb ™

?
∑œb

œ
œb œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

&

”“
6

6 6 6
œ
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ œ

œ

œ# œ
œ# œ œ

œ
œ
œ ™ œ

?
∑

6
6

&

loco.
sim.

?œ
œ
œ
œn

œn

œ
œn
œ

œ
œ
œ
œn

œn

œ
œn
œ

?
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ œ
œ
œ

Ó œ#
œ#

œ#

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

Ó

7

Piano16

v2

FOR P
ERUSAL O

NLY



{
{
{

q=c.89
1 21

fø ø
q=c.76

1 23

ø ø ø ø

V.S.

TranquilloL1 24

ø

2
4

4
4

2
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

?
&

”“
6

6 6
œ
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ

?
∑

6
6

&

loco.

?

&

œ
œ
œ
œn

œn

œ
œn
œ

œ
œ
œ
œn

œn

œ
œn
œ

?
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ œ
œ
œ

&

?

Ó œ#
œ#

œ#

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ

œ#
œ#
œ

œ œ

œ
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

Ó

Ó Œ

œœ
œ

ww
w

ww
w

œœ
œ

ww
w

˙˙
˙ ™™™ œœ

œ
ww
w

˙ ™
œ w w œ w ˙ ™ œ ˙ ‰ œ ™

7

Piano 17

v2

FOR P
ERUSAL O

NLY



{
{

1 30

ø ø ø ø ø

p

1 35

ø

3
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

&

?

&
∑ ∑

>
”“

3 3

?
∑

(hold	ped.	unti l	sound	dies	away)

∑ ∑

˙
˙
˙
# ™™™ œ

œ
œ
# ™™™ ‰ ‰

œ
œ
œ

j

˙
˙
˙

œ

œ#

œ

œ ™™ œœœ
œ

##
# ™™™™ œœœ

œ
˙
˙
#

œ ™ œ# ™
Œ ™ œ#

J

œ
Ó

œœ

œ

# œœ

œ ™™™ œ
œ ™™ œ

œ
˙
˙
˙

#

œ œ œ œ œ œ

‰

œ ™ œ œ œ œ

‰ Ó

œ ™
œ#

J

œ

Piano18

v2

FOR P
ERUSAL O

NLY




